






 
Auditor General for Wales’ Audit Certificate and report 
I report in respect of my audit of the accounts under section 13 of the Act, whether any matters that come to my 
attention give cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. My audit has 
been conducted in accordance with guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales.  
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2022 of: 
 

Holywell Town Council 

Auditor General’s report 

Audit opinion – Unqualified  
On the basis of my review, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention giving cause for concern that in any material 
respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use 

of resources.   
 
Other matters arising and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which do not affect my audit opinion but should be 
addressed by the body.  

Members’ interests 

I note that during meetings, members declare their interest in relevant matters to be discussed and decided by the Council. 
However, it is not clear from the minutes whether or not those members who declare interests leave the meeting and do not 
participate in discussions. We recommend that the Council ensures that following the declaration of an interest, individual 
members leave the meeting and that this is recorded in the minutes. 

Employees salaries 

Due to changes in employees pay (inflation and incremental pay awards), there was not a clear audit trail from employee 
contracts to current pay. We recommend that the Council ensures that agreed changes to pay documented as attachments to 
contracts as changes are made.   

Compliance with standing orders 

The Council’s standing orders for contracts require the Council to obtain quotes for purchases above set thresholds. This does 
not prevent the Council awarding a contract if it has been unable to obtain the required number of quotes. Our audit identified 
that where the Council is unable to obtain the required number of quotes, it does not have an adequate record of this 
circumstance when it awards the contracts. We recommend that where the Council has not been able to obtain the required 
number of quotes, that this is recorded in the minutes at the time the contract is awarded. 

There are no further matters that I wish to draw to the Council’s attention 

 

 
Deryck Evans, Audit Manager, Audit Wales 
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales 

Date 10/05/2023 
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