






 
Auditor General for Wales’ Audit Certificate and report 
I report in respect of my audit of the accounts under section 13 of the Act, whether any matters that come to my 
attention give cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. My audit has 
been conducted in accordance with guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales.  
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2022 of: 
 

Holywell Town Council 

Auditor General’s report 

Audit opinion – Qualified  
Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of my review, in my opinion no matters have 
come to my attention giving cause for concern that in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use 

of resources.   

Basis for Qualification 
Accounting Statement 
I am unable to conclude whether or not the accounting statement has been prepared in accordance with proper practice and 
whether the statement properly presents the Council’s income and expenditure and financial position: 
• The Council records some categories of income net of related expenditure. This means that both income and 

expenditure reported in the Accounting Statement are understated. I am unable to establish the extent of the 
understatement. 

• I have been unable to agree staff costs back to contracts of employment and cannot conclude whether staff have been 
properly paid in accordance with their contracts. 

 
Other matters arising and recommendations 
I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which do not affect my audit opinion but should be 
addressed by the body.  
Declarations of interest 
I note that during meetings, members declare their interest in relevant matters to be discussed and decided by the Council. 
However, it is not clear from the minutes whether or not those members who declare interests leave the meeting and do not 
participate in discussions. We recommend that the Council ensures that following the declaration of an interest individual 
members leave the meeting and that this is recorded in the minutes. 
Contracts of employment 
We recommend that staff contracts of employment are updated to reflect the current approved salaries and that any future 
variations are properly recorded and attached to contracts. 
Members’ allowances 
The Council has disclosed on its website a schedule of members allowances for 2021-22 (https://holywell.wales/wp-
content/uploads/Statement-of-Payments-to-Members-2021-22.pdf). This schedule excludes a £500 senior allowance paid to 
the deputy Chair. We recommend that the Council ensures that its published schedule includes all payments made. 
Compliance with Standing Orders 
During the audit we sought to confirm that the Council had complied with its Standing Orders for contracts. WE recommend 
that where the Council; has been unable to obtain the number of quotes set out in standing orders, that this fact is recorded in 
the minutes. 
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Grants received but not applied 
Our audit identified a grant receipt of £6,000 that was recorded as a creditor for both 2020-21 and 2021-22. We recommend 
that the Council reviews the terms and condition of the grant and ensures that the grant is applied or repaid in accordance with 
those terms and conditions. 
There are no further matters that I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

 

 
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales 
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales 

Date: 07/03/2023 
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